
Jr. Spectacular 
cuts approach 


By Marla Burt 

For many members of the 
junior class at North Central 
the past few months have been 
extremely hectic and the next 
few months will be filled with 
preparation for the much an¬ 
ticipated production of Junior 
Spectacular 1988. The event 
will be Staged on Feb. 25-27. 
Cuts will be held on Jan. 6 to 

determine the acts. 

\ 

In cuts, each act will present 
a 10 minute cutting of their 
show. The overall Spec coor¬ 
dinator, Mrs. Bowers, 
explains,”That is what cuts 
means- a cutting from the 
show. Many people think that 
cuts is simply to eliminate 
acts.” There will be twelve 


judges, made up of teachers 
from various departments 
throughout North Central, 
present at cuts. The judges 
will have read the entire script 
of each act prior to cuts and the 
decisions will be based on the 
quality and potential of the 
script along with the cutting. 
No more than four acts will be 
chosen for the final show, 
however, not necessarily four 
acts will be chosen. 

Spec is being held slightly 
early this year compared with 
last year’s dates in the middle 
of March. Said Mrs. Bowers, 
“Kids spend so much time on 
it...It seems to go on forever,” 
The earlier date is an attempt 
to cut short the amount of time 


spent on Spec. It also enables 
those interested in spring 
sports to participate in both. 

The number of participants 
in cuts for each act has been 
limited to 40 people. ‘This 
was to encourage more people 
to write acts,” explained Mrs. 
Bowers. ‘In the past there 
were around 12-14 acts trying 
out with about 15-30 people in 
each act.” Then after cuts, 
those people in the acts that 
were cut could join up with the 
other acts. It got a lot more 
people involved," said Bow¬ 
ers. 

The actual Junior Spectacu¬ 
lar performances will be held 
on Feb. 25 at 4:00 and Feb. 26 
and 27 at 7:30 p.m. 


Brain Game Team finishes tough 


By Jason Fruits 

The North Central Brain 

Game Team finished their 
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season with a tough second 
round loss to Scecina, 90 to 
66 . 

The T. V. team members are 
Randy Edwards, David Bar¬ 
rett, Andrew Reister, Mark 
Muller and 

Jason Fruits. The faculty 
sponsors are Mr. C. Gibson, 
Mrs. J. McNew, Mr. Quandt 
and Mr. Bugher. 

The team began their season 
with a commanding victory 
over Lawrence Central. They 
were not able to overcome a 
strong team and must wait 
until next year to seek another 
championship. 

“The Brain Game Competi¬ 
tion challenges students to be 
knowledgeable in a variety of 
areas and simultaneously to 
keep abreast of current 
events.The success of our stu¬ 
dents in this competition con¬ 
firms their sound education at 


North Central .Our faculty 
does a fine job and our stu¬ 
dents work very hard,” said 
Mrs.J. McNew faculty spon¬ 
sor for the team. 

The students also feel a greal 
sense of commitment and 
dedication to the team. Lee 
Freeman, a junior 
alternate, said,’’Because the 
competition is tough team 
members are required to be on 
top of current events as well as 
being knowledgeable in 
history,science,the arts and 
the English language.The 
team members must be and are 
dedicated to what we are 
doing .It is a worthwhile expe¬ 
rience.” 

Although four team mem¬ 
bers graduate this year, there 
are many others who looking 
for a chance. Next year prom¬ 
ises to be a very exciting sea¬ 
son. 



Stagecrew Prepares a set for the next show 

Photo by Chorlos lllony 


Backstage at N.C. 

By Gail Paik 

The many performances on the North Central High School 
stage run smoothly not only due to the students on stage but the 
students behind the stage - the stage crew. 

The stage crew, sponsored by William Lord, consists of 
around 80 NC students who work the lighting, sound, scenery 
and props and any other technical part of theatre of all produc¬ 
tions held on the NC stage. 

The main crews are as follows: lighting, sound, scenery and 
props. The lighting crew consists of the focusing and adjusting 
of fights and programming the fight cues on a computer board. 
On the night of the show one or two people are expected to run 
the computer board and two people are required to work follow¬ 
ing spotlights manually. The sound crew consists of the setting 
and adjusting of the microphones. At the time of the show, they 
are responsible for turning on and off the right microphones. 
The scenery crew makes the backdrops and big props. The prop 
crew is in charge of the small props that can be carried on and 
off the stage. Also members of stage crew can get involved with 
make-up but make-up crew does not nessessarily have to be a 
member of stage crew. 

The members of stage crew can become a member of Troupe 
1851, a division of International Thespian Society. Points, 
earned by either acting or working behind the stage, determine 
the entrance into Troupe 1851. Fifteen points are needed if only 
acting or the technical aspects is done but only ten points if both 
are combined. Points are determined by Philip Lineback and 
Mr. Lord by either submitting the timecard for working back- 
stage or submitting the name of the character and approximate 
fines spoken for working in front of the stage. 

The vice-president of stage crew, Denise Purdie explained 
that stage crew “is a lot of fun...a big sense of community comes 
from working with others to entertain poeple...it’s interesting 
and a challenge.” 

The president of stage crew, Tony Penna, states that stage 
crew is a great club because it is a combination of a social club 
because of the many friends made, an academic club because of 
the great deal learned about the stage, and some physical 
strength to move around the props. 
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Unlimited 

Possibilities 

By Andrew Cupp 

Within North Central High School lies another form of edu¬ 
cation that is often misunderstood by many people not involved 
with it. it is a somewhat more liberal style of education than the 
average student is used to, but can be extremely beneficial to 
many. This school within a school has been labeled Learning 
Unlimited and is one of the most successful alternative pro¬ 
grams in the nation 

In 1974, the Eli Lilly Foundation began funding Washington 
Township in order to form an alternative program at North 
Central. This funding paid for the education of ten teachers as 
to how this alternative would work. By the second semester of 
that school year Learning Unlimited was fully active with 66 
students of the over 400 who applied. Now, after many 
successful years Leaning Unlimited is still as active as it was 12 
years ago. 

A major part of Learning Unlimited is the community aspect 
of education. As underclassmen, students are required to take 
in one community experience each six weeks. A community 
experience is usually a one day activity that can consist of 
anything from a tour of the FBI offices to a trip to the art 
museum. A community experience allows a student to be much 
more aware of what is going on around him or her and may have 
an effect of career choice. 

Finally, as a junior and senior, a student in Learning Unlim¬ 
ited must take up a community project. By doing a community 
project, a student becomes much more involved with the com¬ 
munity a he or she must complete over 24 hours of volunteer 
work each semester. This may involve work at a hospital, or 
tutoring special education students at Northview, or even 
working on a peer jury. All of the community work must be re¬ 
corded in a journal which the student uses to write up how he 
feels about the events. The journal along with an evaluation 
from the community resource person is turned in each six 
weeks. 

Obviously, Learning Unlimited requires a special sort of 
student who is productive while working independently. Be¬ 
cause of the “free” time allowed to student, Learning Unlimited 
is often misunderstood or even looked down upon as a poor 
form of education. However, as explained above, this time 
away from class must be dedicated to community work and is 
most often productive. 

As one can tell, the Leaning Unlimited form of education is 
a lot of work which can be beneficial to the right student. The 
independent studies and community work may require a stu¬ 
dent to grow up that much quicker, but this is one of the 
objectives of the alternative program. Often something that is 
misunderstood is made fun of and this may be the case for 
Learning Unlimited. Maybe those who disapprove of North 
Central’s alternative program should find out just how educa¬ 
tional it can be. 



Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor, 

The members of homeroom G607 are unhappy about the way the Student Council is being 
conducted. 

We feel actions should be taken to make sure that the issues discussed in the homerooms are 
aken into consideration by the council at the meetings so that the ideas of the entire student body 
ire represented instead of just the 140 members of the Student Council. 

Our homeroom debated in a democratic fashion the way in which the radio stations should be 
programmed in the cafeteria. We voted on the issue in our homeroom. The next week, the Fi- 
lance, Library, and Cafeteria Committee decided the issue without taking in any input from the 
lomerooms. This is just one example of the Student Council losing sight of its purpose, 
■epresenting the student body. 

When the Student Council makes decisions, we understand that sometimes the entire counci 
s not involved, which means that some students’ opinions are not being used. If the Student 
Council wants the full support of the student body, it should bring issues before the entire coun¬ 
cil for discussion rather than making a decision affecting the whole school with a few select 
people. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Norvil Tucker 


Dear Insights Editor, 

I am very displeased by the articles on the contract dispute. The first article supposedly 
iiscussing the “pro” side of the contract dispute issue. I think this article sounds like a regulai 
irticle and discusses both sides of the issue. I see a few places where Andrew Libby attempted 
;o make the teachers look good. Is the school board not guilty of any wrong for if they had giver 
he teachers what they had asked for then the teachers job action would not be in effect. If som< 
pf the students do not like this, what would these students do if the teachers went of strike. My 
juess says everyone’s'grades would be hurt not mentioning the days we d have to make up. 

Sincerely yours, 

Brendon Harbron 
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T: Our page editor’s eyes are nothing like the sun. 

S: But at least she lets us borrow this album, that is, Northing 
Like the Sun by Sting. This is the kind of album that gets better 
as you listen to it more. Whoa! Deja-vu! We said that about 
R.E.M.’s Document. 

T: Well, at least we’re consistent. Don’t let the mellowness of 
this album turn you off at first. This album is kind of like cold 
water - you kind of have to slip in and get used to it. 

S:Actually, the music is just a vehicle for communitcating the 
deep-rooted meanings that Sting based on many of his personal 
experiences. 

T: True. The music is not as daring or inventive at Sting’s debut 
solo album Dream of the Blue Turtles . Sting infuses many 
dissimilar images of his life in this album, to the eventual end 
of causing the listeners to have no idea what he is talking about. 
S: But the liner notes help a little. Perhaps the best song is “Be 
Still My Beating Heart,”a work based on the old cliched idea 
of mind over emotion. Or rather, in this case, the opposite - 
Emotion winning over logic. 

T: Sting has actually gone over edge a little bit. We also get 
“Straight To My Heart” and the “Lazarus Heart.” Talk about 
tunnel vision. 

S: Of course we’re also treated to a bunch of filler material, 
most of it pretty good actually. ‘Englishman in New York”, 
“Secret Marriage”, and “Sister Moon” all create picturesque 
images, even if the meanings are ambiguous. 

T: But how about the music? You know he has Andy Summers, 
Mark Knopfler, and Eric Clapton all playing on this album and 
there is not one single guitar solo on the whole piece of vinyl. 
S: The album is very much percussion oriented. 

T: It’s easy to believe that Sting hated Rock ‘n’ Roll in his 
youth, because this album is so mellow. It’s a return to his jazz 
roots. One thing that really bothered me though was the fact 
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Student 


>y Tanya Marsh 


*7 would like to meet a philoso¬ 
pher, perhaps Rene Descartes . It 
would be interesting to discover 
why he had the views that he did 
and what shaped his opinions ” 


If you had the opportunity to 
meet anyone, alive or dead, who 
would that person be? 


What event has had the greatest 
iffect on your life? 

* Moving to the United States from 
he Soviet Union and realizing all 
yf the freedoms this country has to 


If you could live during any time 
and in any country, when and 
where would you live? 

"7 would live in France during 
the eighteenth century becasue it 
was so glorious . The customs as 
well as the architecture of that 
period are facinating” 


What Is your greatest accom¬ 
plishment? 

'Learning English is as a second 
anguage when we emigrated . I 
vas quite young and this new 
anguage was very strange and 
iifficult at first but now I would 
ike to think that I speak as well as 


come 


Lana Pastukh, senior 


tive-bom Americans. 
















PRAYER IN SCHOOL? 



By Stephanie Craven 

“We allow prayer in every 
other public insitution in our 
country except in our public 
shools. We say to (children) 
God is everywhere except in 
our public schook.” 

This quote from Represen¬ 
tative Daniel R. Coats, sponsor 
of the Spoken Prayer Amend¬ 
ment, illustrates the pro side of 
the conflict now facing Con¬ 
gress. 

Although throughout most 
of our hktory, prayers have 
exkted peacefully in schook, 
the Supreme Court in 1962 
declared that such prayers vio¬ 
lated the First Amendment of 
the Constitution. The First 
Amendment calk for a separa¬ 
tion between government and 
religion and prohibits any laws 
violating thk clause. 



tional values are the frame¬ 
work within a free society 
flourishes, and a purely secu¬ 
lar, radical life-style k, I think, 
unlikely to sustain freedom.” 

The House of Representa¬ 
tives and the Senate regularly 
open each session with a 
prayer. Thk tradition has ex¬ 
isted since 1789. Many pro¬ 
prayer in school believers state 
that prayer exkts publicly in a 
state-related way in thk in¬ 
stance, why not in schook> 
Rep. Gingrich concludes, “the 
schools occupy our children’s 
lives for twelve years, and a 
nation that pihibits recogniz¬ 
ing God for 12 years k, in fact, 
actively against religion and 

not neutral about religion." 
NOTE: The Insights Page is not an edi¬ 
torial /age, and in all fairness and m ac- 
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Supportors of the amend- to the survival of the United George Washington said 
ment point out that the Pledge States. These supportors feel that without religion it k im- 
of Allegiance and the inscrip- that the prohibition in the possible to preserve freedom, 
tion written on our money, Constitution was meant to ap- Many supporters of the am end- 
both state-related, clearly rec- ply to a state religion and not to ment believe this is true. Rep. 
ognize a Supreme Being vital religion itself. Newt Gingrich states, “Tradi- 


me welcome. 



By Paul Matthew Yonover 

"Please, please, please.. J 
need an ‘A’ on this test sooooo 
badly! Mom said she would 
lash me with a wet noodle 50 
times if I didn't pass this class!! 
I am in total need of a 
miracle..Jf You can part the 
sea, why can’t Yon get me an 
‘A???’’ 

If thk desperation plea of 
Johnny B. Student sounds fa¬ 
miliar than you are one of mil¬ 
lions of students who take part 
in prayer in school! 

There are those, however, 
who feel that prayer should be 
institutionalized in the school. 
In other words, instead of pray¬ 
ing on hk own time, Johnny 
would have a time allotted for 
his meditations. There may 
even be a Bible portion or a 
small recitation for Johnny to 
read as well. Although thk may 
sound harmless, there is a 
strong force who say that any 
form of organized prayer in the 


public educational system k in 
direct conflict with certain 
Constitutional guarantees. 

Those who say “No” to 
prayer in school back their ar¬ 
gument with a clause in the 
First Amendment which sets 
out the separation of the 
Church and State. They point 
out the importance of keeping 


the government out of religion 
and religion out of the govern¬ 
ment and go on to show that this 
was the expressed intent of thk 
country’s forefathers. 

James Madison once 
said:”We are teaching the great 
truth that... religion flourishes 
in greater purity without than 
with the aid of government.” 


Time and time again, the ju¬ 
dicial system has sided with 
those who fear the many prob¬ 
lems caused by prayer in 
school. In a Congressional Re¬ 
search Service report on the 
subject, David Ackerman 
compiled many court deci¬ 
sions on the subject. Concern¬ 
ing one landmark case, Acker¬ 


man said, “The Court [Su¬ 
preme Court of the U.S.] said 
that the government must 
maintain ‘strict neutrality, nei¬ 
ther aiding nor opposing reli- 

• ^ >» 
gion. 

One of the main fears of those 
against school prayer is that 
atheists and members of mi¬ 
nority religions will be left out, 
felt pressured, and even be dis¬ 
criminated against. In many 



proposak to implement prayer 
in schook, there are clauses to 
deal with those not wkhing to 
participate in the prayer Some 
would have non-participants 
sit in a comer or stand outside. 
This outrages civil rights activ¬ 
ists as well as those who fight 
against dkcrimination. They 
see thk type of action as pro¬ 
foundly discriminatory and 
very illegal. 

Senator Lowell Weicker (R- 
Conn) sums up: “The essence 
of the debate over school 
prayer k whether religion k 
going to remain a personal 
rather than an official act in the 
United States.” 
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Boys' basketball on a roll 


By Brett Henry 

The boys’ basketball team 
has an extremely tough sched¬ 
ule ahead of them. But in their 
first two games, the team re¬ 
corded a mark of 1 -1 and expe¬ 
rienced both sides of the coin. 

In the Panthers first contest, 
in which the team traveled to 
Kokomo to take on the state’s 
ninth-ranked team, they ran 
into the unlucky tails side and 
came out with a loss. The team 
scored only 21 points in the 
first half and comrfiitted a 
number of turnovers, and as a 
result trailed by 18 at the end 
of the initial 16 minutes. “We 
didn’t play well at all in that 
first half,” remarked junior 
Greg Akers. But similiar to 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, the 
Panthers came out and looked 
like a whole new ball club in 
the second half. They came 
alive, outscoring Kokomo 36- 
23 in the final two periods. 
But that wasn’t enough, as 
Kokomo held on to win 62-57. 


points to lead North Central. 
Junior Aaron Shelby, who 
helped to bring the team back 
in the second half, poured in 
15 and junior Tony Barbee 
added 13. 

Three days later, the team 
ventured into Carmel to face 
the Greyhounds. And this 
time they experienced the 
opposite side of the coin. 
This, of course, was heads, 
and the outcome of the con¬ 
test was the Panthers’ first 
victory of the season. The 
squad performed consistently 
well the whole way out, play¬ 
ing with more intensity and 
executing better as a team. 
Four Panther players scored 
in double figures as the visi¬ 
tors benefited from a strong 
second quarter, outscoring 
their opponent 19-7, and held 
off the Greyhounds. John 
Carter scored a team high 
21 points, while Tony Barbee 
scored 18, Bill Gillis had 16 


15, including three 3-point 
goals, to lead the team to a 79- 
64 triumph. 

Of the season so far, coach 
Steve Coffman commented, 
“Hopefully we learned that 
the game is 32 minutes and 
you need 32 good minutes.” 
The team isn’t at their peak of 
yet, but Coffman’s goal is to 
continue to improve as the 
season continues. He looks at 
the season with much opti¬ 
mism, though. “Our expecta¬ 
tions are high. We are still a 
young team with eight juniors 
and four seniors but we gained 
a lot of experience last year. 
We feel we can be as good as 
anyone.” The Panthers will 
need to play well if they want 
to have a shot. Coach 
Coffman calls the schedule 
“maybe the toughest its been 
in my six years at NC.” It 
includes number one Muncie 
Central, twelfth-ranked An¬ 
derson and ever tough Marion. 


Senior Bill Gillis scored 22 and Aaron Shelby pitched in 


Girls' basketball begins strongly 


By Pat Mulry 

With victories over Pike, 
Lawrence North and a tough 
Decatur Central squad, new 
girls’ basketball coach Chuck 
Boehlke is pleased with the 
girls ’ play. “With a new coach 
and the beginning of a new 


the firls to start off quickly. I 
think they have fallen into 
more of a groove now.” 

The team’s strengths are not 
all resting with one player, 
with the scoring evenly dis¬ 
tributed between the starting 
five. Rebounds are provided 
by 6’2" junior Dionne Smith, 


Boehlke expresses concerns 
about the team’s shooting 
percentage and their rebound¬ 
ing. While the team can usu¬ 
ally pull down the boards, 
sometimes against bigger 
teams the inside players have 
trouble blocking out. 

The Panthers still have a 


season, I think it was hard for 



Junior Jenny Barto lines up 
and awaits the ball. 

photo by John Keenan 


pulling down 12 rebounds and 
blocking three shots in one 
game and junior Jennifer 
James. 

Other starters are seniors 
Shannon Black and Julie 
Cohan and junior Lori Satter¬ 
field. Other members of the 
team are seniors Toni Fish¬ 
man, Jenny Hoagland, Debo¬ 
rah Lane and Martha Mayes. 

Jenny Barto and Danyeil 
Mayberry were the other jun¬ 
iors to make the squad this 
year. 

Although playing .500 ball 
after six games this season, 


tough schedule facing them. 
The first round of the county 
tournament is Tuesday, Janu¬ 
ary 5 at N.C., and then the firls 
travel to the Kokomo Invita¬ 
tional on Saturday, January 
19. A real test for the Panthers 
will come Monday, January 
11 when the team plays 
against third-ranked Brebeuf 
and Miss Basketball candi¬ 
date Vicki Hall. They then 
play five more games and then 
the annual Indiana State high 
school basketball tourney 
starts up Wednesday, Febru¬ 
ary 3. 



Junior Tony Baibee dunks for two in a Panther win against Lawrence Central. 
Photo by Hal Rodenbeig. 


“You better watch out. You better not cry. You better not 
pout, I’m telling you why. Santa Claus is coming to town” 
This is a particularly busy time of year for Santa, so I was 
surprised to receive a personal call from him earlier this 
month. It seems that the stock market crash caused him to 


lay off some of his elves (he really took a beating), and he 
was swamped with work. He was looking for some cheap 
labor and wanted to know if I could help him sort out the 
naughty and the nice from the world of sports. The jolly old 
elf also hinted that if I didn’t help him, I could expect to find 
coal in my stocking this year. What could I do? He had me 
over a barrel so I was forced to give him a hand. The follow 
in g are some of the recommendations which I gave Santa . 
The North Central year. Having the champion- 


Basketball Team 

They have worked hard and 

been good. I told Santa to give 
them better fan support at their 
games. This team is among 
the best in the area and de¬ 
serves better game attendance 
than it is getting. A sellout or 

two would be wonderful. 
Tony Barbee 
and Bill Gillis 

Each of thses players has done 
a commendable job, but as 
hard as each has tried, neither 
one has been able to unleash a 
total, all-out dunk. Thet both 
deserve a clean breakaway so 
they can show their stuff 
The North Central 
Tennis Team 

I advised Santa that they de¬ 
serve a shiny new set of state 
tournament pairings for next 


ship won in the sectional every 
year is getting old. 

The University of 
Miami Footbal Team 
They get coal and switches. 
They make a mockery of col¬ 
lege footbal by basing a na¬ 
tional championship bid on 
five games a year. Give them 
Notre Dame's schedule and 
see how they fare. Here's 
hoping they get destroyed in 
the Orange Bowl again this 
year. 

The Indianapolis Colts 

They have suffered long 
enough. Santa should give 
them a division championship 
or, at the very least, a wild¬ 
card playoff berth. 

Have a wonderful winter 

recess and a joyus holiday 
season! 



























Winston On Parade 
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HE EVOLUTION OF WWSToM F. RHINO 


by Eric R. Pfeffinger founder, and sole member of he got with those looks, and 

the Rhino Student Union. He Pm not even a muppet.” 

Winston F. Rhino was bom a is 0 enjoys the status as the FAVORITE SONG: 

to Mr. and Mrs. Rhino in Reno, on i y North Central student to “Volare.” 

Nevada, as his parents were in ever actually call someone on FAVORITE MOVIE: “Pm 
the midst of a move from San his computer dating list. The torn between Singin’ in the 
Diego to Indianapolis. He has dating scene has not been easy Rain and The Toxic 
his father’s eyes and his f or Winston; courting mem- Avenger.” 
mother’s temperament, but hers of different species never PET PEEVES: “When you 
resembled neither of his par- [ Sm Once when he serenaded a kiss a girl and your horn gets 
ents in any other respect, least girl beneath bedroom window, in the way ...if I ever kiss a girl 
of all his noticeable calcitral her father called the extennina- I’ll be really embarrassed.” 
projection. His father was a tor. But he’s not giving up ... TURN-ONS: “Mutual of 
little disappointed, having he thinks it’s because girls Omaha’s Wild Kingdom; 
prayed for a high school foot- don’t understand him. Soto fa- snuggling in front of a fire 
ball star and receiving instead cilitate greater female with a wooly sweater on, 
a scrawny three-toed herbi- understanding, The Northern preferably with someone 
vore, but has learned to accept Lights is proud to present else.” 
everything about son Winston TURN-OFFS: “Maggots; 

except his weird haircut. “Winston-at-a-GIance.” big nose jokes.” 
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Though not lucky by nature, 
Winston does his best to fit into 
the North Central scene where 
his peers are a head taller and 
one horn lighter. He was 
bagboy in last year’s sack 
lunch line, and he is president, 


nicies! 
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''merm A Oirl's mother. 



















